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Health  Centre, 
Murivance, 

Shrewsbury. 

August,  1961. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Shrewsbury 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1960. 

Statistics  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  show  a  population 
increase  of  610  during  the  year.  General  statistics  for  the  year 
indicate  a  reasonable  standard  of  health,  with  a  decline  in  the  infant 
mortality  rate.  It  is  noted  that  of  the  8  deaths  of  children  age 
1-20  years  not  one  was  caused  by  an  infectious  disease,  4  of  the 
8  were  due  to  cancer,  2  to  leukaemia,  1  to  M.T.  vehicle  accident 
and  1  to  suicide  by  drowning.  With  a  population  under  50,000 
and  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  deaths  being  in  the  age  group 
1-20  it  seems  worth  commenting  that  4  deaths  occurred  from  cancer 
and  2  from  leukaemia  in  the  year,  whereas  in  the  previous  10  years 
onlv  3  deaths  were  attributed  to  cancer  and  5  to  leukaemia. 

The  work  of  the  department  has  continued  in  its  rather  un¬ 
spectacular  way  as  shown  by  the  tables  of  visits  made  by  health 
inspectors.  Results  from  this  work  are  generally  not  as  readily 
obvious  as  are  the  results  of  the  activities  of  other  departments, 
but  it  is  noticeable  that  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  throughout 
the  town  and  particularly  in  the  open  market  shows  improvement 
over  the  years  and  that  “Slum  property”  has  now  nearly  disappeared 
from  the  town. 

Apparatus  for  measuring  the  amount  of  sulphur  dioxide  and 
the  concentration  of  solid  particles  from  smoke  in  the  air  was 
brought  into  use  during  the  year.  The  water  department  also 
commenced  research  into  the  amount  of  man-made  radioactivity  in 
Severn  river  water  with  the  installation  of  suitable  apparatus. 
This  apparatus  can  also  be  used  to  measure  the  amount  of  radio¬ 
activity  in  the  atmosphere,  milk,  and  other  foods.  Sampling  to 
find  the  normal  amount  of  radioactivity  in  water,  air  and  milk  was 
commenced  during  the  year. 

It  is  considered  that  among  the  duties  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  a  Local  Sanitary  Authority  is  that  of  keeping  a  watching 
brief  on  matters  such  as  air  pollution  from  man-made  (therefore, 
controllable?),  radiation,  smoke,  and  noxious  fumes,  and  of  advising 
his  committee  where  action  appears  necessary  to  mitigate  these 
evils. 


The  first  smoke  control  area  in  the  Borough  approved  by 
Council  in  1959  awaits  approval  from  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and 
Power.  It  is  hoped  that  the  price  of  smokeless  fuel  will  eventually 
be  low  enough  for  householders  to  realise  that  it  is  cheaper  to  them¬ 
selves,  as  well  as  of  benefit  to  the  community,  to  go  "smokeless”. 

Other  fields  of  preventive  medicine  in  which  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  connected  are  the  maternity  and  child  welfare 
and  the  school  health  services,  accident  prevention  on  the  roads 
and  in  the  home,  and  the  welfare  of  the  elderly.  As  the  holder  of  a 
joint  appointment  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer,  your  Medical  Officer  has  many  opportunities 
to  observe  the  personal  health  and  welfare  of  the  people  of  the 
Borough. 

The  informal  approach  used  in  schools  and  in  child  welfare 
clinics  gives  patients  and  others  opportunity  to  voice  their  opinions 
and  complaints  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  more  freedom 
than  is  usually  achieved  in  the  formal  atmosphere  of  the  health 
department  office.  The  wider  scope  of  a  dual  appointment  also 
helps  towards  maintaining  good  relationship  with  the  County 
Medical  Officer  and  his  staff,  general  practitioners  and  hospital 
staff.  Indeed  frequent  contact  with  family  doctors  is  essential 
if  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  to  know  about  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants  of  his  area  and  to  take  his  place  in  the  medical  team. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Severn  flooded  the  town. 
The  highest  level  recorded  being  18  ft.  6  ins.  above  ordinary  low 
water  level.  This  was  the  highest  recorded  level  for  12  years  and 
less  than  2  feet  below  the  highest  recorded  level  of  20  ft.  3J  ins.  of 
1795.  This  year’s  flood  came  quickly  and  went  down  quickly  and 
the  arrangements  perfected  over  the  years  in  the  capable  hands 
of  the  Police,  Flood  wardens,  and  Borough  Surveyor’s  and  other 
Local  Authority  staff,  coped  adequately  with  the  situation.  After 
effects,  particularly  dampness  in  walls  and  floors,  are  still  obvious 
in  most  of  the  flooded  property. 

I  have  the  honour  of  serving  on  the  Borough’s  Old  People’s 
Welfare  Committee  and  must  thank  the  Secretary  of  that  Com¬ 
mittee  for  notes  on  the  Committee’s  activities. 

The  co-operation  given  by  the  staff  and  received  from  other 
departments  has  been  greatly  appreciated.  Thanks  are  due  to  the 
Borough  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer  for  the  efficient  way  in 
which  certain  services  which  are  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
health  of  the  town  have  been  provided.  I  refer  to  water  supply, 
sewerage  and  refuse  disposal. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  C.  Mackenzie, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1960 


Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  £704,906 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  £2,834 

Area  of  the  Borough  (excluding  water)  in  acres  ...  8,034 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate,  middle  of  1960)  49,250 

Persons  per  acre  calculated  on  above  population  ...  6.1 

Inhabited  Houses  (December  31st,  1960)  ...  ...  15,066 

MALE  FEMALE 

Live  Births  {{%*£*  ...  786 

BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  population  .  15.9 

Stillbirths  : 

Number  ...  .  .  20 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  .  24.8 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths .  .  806 

Deaths  .  .  513 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  population  .  ...  10.4 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  ...  .  13 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  16.5 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.9 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  .  30.3 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births) .  8.9 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  .  ...  8.9 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1 ,000  total  live  and 
stillbirths)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33.5 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortions) 

Number  of  deaths  .  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  ...  ...  1.2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  ...  90 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) .  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) .  Nil 
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WEATHER  CONDITIONS 

As  in  the  past  thirty-one  years,  daily  readings  and  weather 
recordings  have  been  continued  at  Monkmoor  Hospital,  where  a 
Climatological  Station,  approved  by  the  Air  Ministry,  is  situated. 

The  particulars  regarding  1960  may  be  summarised  as  follows: — 

Rainfall. — The  total  rainfall  was  38.42  inches,  compared  with 
23.23,  33.93  and  25.85  in  the  previous  years  respectively.  This  is 
the  highest  rainfall  recorded  in  Shrewsbury  for  sixty  years  which  is 
as  far  back  that  we  have  records.  The  last  highest  recorded  rainfall 
was  34.34  inches  in  1930. 

The  average  rainfall  over  the  last  31  years  was  26.30  inches. 

Sunshine. — The  number  of  hours  of  bright  sunshine  recorded 
was  1,294.8  hours,  compared  with  1,542.5,  1,203.1  and  1,359.7  hours 
in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  average  sunshine  over  the  last  31  years  was  1,354.9  hours. 

Temperatures. — Extremes  of  temperatures  during  the  year  were: 

Warmest  Day  (Highest  Shade  Maximum),  June  18th,  83°. 

Warmest  Night  (Highest  Shade  Minimum),  June  18th,  60°. 

Coldest  Day  (Lowest  Shade  Maximum),  January  13th,  33°. 

Coldest  Night  (Lowest  Shade  Minimum),  January  14th  and 
December  11th,  25°. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
1960  and  Previous  Decade 
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POPULATION 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  home  population  of 
Shrewsbury  for  1960,  including  members  of  the  armed  forces 
stationed  in  the  area,  was  49,250,  compared  with  48,640  in  the 
previous  year. 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  in  1960  was  786,  compared  with  806, 
769  and  735  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  crude  birth  rate  was  15.9  per  1,000  population,  compared 
with  16.6,  16.1  and  15.5  in  the  previous  years  respectively.  Applying 
the  comparability  factor  provided  by  the  Registrar  General,  the 
adjusted  birth  rate  becomes  15.6. 

The  786  births  may  be  analysed  as  follows: — 

Legitimate  Illegitimate 

Male  .  408  20  \ 

Female  ...  345  13  /  786 

A  comparison  of  the  adjusted  birth  rate  between  Shrewsbury 
and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  as  follows: — 

Rate  per  1,000  Population 
Live  birth 

England  and  Wales  ...  17.1 

Shrewsbury  ...  ...  15.6 

Illegitimate  Births 

There  were  33  illegitimate  births,  compared  with  27,  39  and  26 
in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  illegitimate  birth  rate  was  0.67  per  1,000  population, 
illegitimate  births  being  a  percentage  of  4.2  of  the  total  live  births. 

Stillbirths 

There  were  20  stillbirths,  compared  with  20,  12  and  17  in  the 
previous  years  respectively. 

The  stillbirth  rate  was  0.41  per  1,000  population,  the  stillbirths 
being  a  percentage  of  2.5  of  the  total  births. 
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DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  513,  compared  with 
528,  548  and  567  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

Of  the  513  deaths,  264  were  males  and  249  females. 

The  crude  death  rate  was  10.4,  but,  by  applying  the  compara¬ 
bility  factor  provided  by  the  Registrar  General,  the  adjusted  death 
rate  became  10.3. 

Of  the  513  deaths,  356  persons  were  65  years  of  age  or  over. 

If  the  main  causes  of  death  are  grouped,  it  will  be  seen  that 
424  of  the  513  deaths  can  be  allocated  to  four  groups  as  follows: — 

(1)  Heart  disease  .  171 

(2)  Other  diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System, 

including  Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous 
System  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

(3)  Cancer  (all  sites)  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

(4)  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other  Respira¬ 

tory  Disease,  including  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  .  ...  ...  49 

There  were  4  deaths  from  suicide  and  7  from  motor  vehicle 
accidents. 

Of  the  child  population,  there  were  13  infant  deaths  (under 
one  year  of  age),  and  6  deaths  of  children  one  to  fourteen  years  of 
age. 

A  comparison  between  the  adjusted  death  rate  of  Shrewsbury 
and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  as  follows: — 

Death  rate  per 
1,000  Population 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  11.5 

Shrewsbury  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.3 
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Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1960 


Causes  of  Death 


Tuberculosis,  Respira 
tory 

Tuberculosis,  Other 
forms 

Syphilitic  Disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infec 
tions 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .. 
Measles 

Other  Infective  and 


Parasitic  Diseases  . . . 

— - 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Stomach 

9 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Lung,  Bronchus 

14 

i 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Breast 

— 

ii 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Uterus 

— 

4 

Other  Malignant  and 

Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

27 

22 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

2 

2 

Diabetes 

1 

5 

Vascular  lesions  of  Ner- 

vous  System... 

37 

48 

Coronary  Disease,  An- 

gina . 

51 

38 

Hypertension  with  Ht. 

Disease 

3 

5 

Other  Heart  Disease 

31 

43 

Other  Circulatory  Dis- 

ease 

17 

12 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

11 

7 

Bronchitis 

18 

10 

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  System 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

Duodenum  ... 

3 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea 

2 

1 

Nephritis  &  Nephrosis 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 

Abortion 

— 

1 

Congenital  Malforma- 

tions 

3 

2 

Other  Defined  and  ill- 

defined  Diseases 

17 

22 

M.T.  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

3 

All  other  Accidents  ... 

3 

7 

Suicide 

2 

2 

Homicide  and  opera- 

tions  of  War... 

— 

— 

jd 

w— I 
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Net  Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  ages  of 
Residents  ”  whether  occurring  within  or 
without  the  District 


a) 

E 

V 

P 


249 


<D 

"d 

a 

P 


13 


—  2 


o 


CO 


'd 

c  u 
o  o 

CO 


119  356 


_  9 


—  j  5 

1  10 

—  5 

—  1 


—  I 

1  ! 


10 

28 

3 

12 


1 

1  I  — 
1  — 


6 
3 
6 
3 
29 
6 
75 
58 
5 

60 

24 

1 

14 

21 


2  1 


6  24 

3  2 

—  8 

2  1 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  13 
compared  with  14,  12  and  18  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  accordingly  16  per  1,000 
live  births,  compared  with  17,  16  and  24  in  the  previous  years 
respectively. 

A  comparison  between  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  Shrews¬ 
bury  and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  as  follows: — 

Per  1 ,000  live 
births 

England  and  Wales .  21.7 

Shrewsbury  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.5 

These  deaths  are  analysed  by  causes  and  duration  of  life  in  the 
accompanying  table  : — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Under  24  hours 

Under  1  week 

1 — 2  weeks 

2 — 3  weeks 

3 — 4  weeks 

Total  under 

1  month 

I  month  and 
under  3  months 

3  months  and 
under  6  months 

3  months  and 
under  9  months 

9  months  and 
under  12  months 

Total  deaths 
under  1  year 

Prematurity 

2 

i 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

_ 

3 

Congenital  Malforma¬ 
tions 

i 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Birth  Injury... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

Neonatal  Asphyxia  . . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Suffocation  — 

Misadventure  ... 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

__ 

1 

i 

Pneumonia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

i 

Totals  ... 

6 

i 

— 

— 

— 

7 

3 

i 

2 

— 

13 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Engineer,  Mr.  J.  H.  Sabido,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information  on  the  water  supply  of  the  town,  accompanied 
by  statistics  of  laboratory  examinations  carried  out  at  Shelton 
Waterworks. 

“During  the  year  under  review,  Shelton  Head  Works  have 
supplied  the  whole  of  the  Undertaking’s  water  requirements  free  of 
all  restrictions.  The  average  daily  quantity  supplied  (average  for 
365  days)  amounted  to  2,336,901  gallons,  which  was  equivalent  to 
47.46  gallons  per  head  per  day,  and  the  maximum  daily  quantity 
supplied  was  2,784,000  gallons  on  20th  June,  1960. 

Routine  daily  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  were  carried 
out  at  Shelton  on  the  water  at  the  separate  stages  of  treatment. 
The  maxima  and  minima  results  obtained  from  these  examinations 
are  given  in  the  accompanying  table. 

During  the  year  the  practice  of  taking  routine  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examinations  of  drinking  water  samples  drawn  from 
households  at  random  was  maintained,  234  such  examinations  were 
carried  out  and  all  were  found  to  be  sterile.  As  a  result  of  the 
flooding  of  the  River  Severn  on  5th,  6th  and  7th  December,  1960, 
samples  were  taken  from  all  the  premises  in  the  affected  areas,  the 
total  number  being  237,  all  of  which  were  bacteriologically  tested 
and  proved  to  be  negative.  In  addition,  406  house  taps  were  cleaned 
and  sterilised  and  all  stoptap  boxes,  sluice  valve  boxes,  hydrant 
boxes  and  meter  chambers  in  the  areas  subject  to  flooding  were 
thoroughly  cleaned  out.  The  water  supply  to  the  Authorised  Area 
has  consistently  maintained  the  very  high  standard  of  purity 
demanded  for  water  supplies  in  this  country. 

As  mentioned  in  the  previous  year’s  report,  the  daily  consumption 
has  still  continued  to  rise,  which  is  in  keeping  with  the  national 
trend,  and  at  times  of  peak  demand,  the  output  from  the  works  is 
in  excess  of  the  safe  yield.  It  was  anticipated  that  some  of  the 
necessary  large  scale  extensions  required  both  to  the  Head  Works 
and  to  the  distribution  system  would  commence  in  1960;  this  was 
not  possible  because  approval  had  not  been  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Monitoring  Equipment  for  the  estimation  of  radioactivity  both 
in  River  Water  and  the  Air  was  bought  during  the  year.  The  results 
obtained  to  date  are  within  the  accepted  standards  as  laid  down  by 
the  Medical  Research  Council. 

The  length  of  new  mains  laid  within  the  Water  Area  during 
the  year  was  1.83  miles.  This  figure  does  not  include  for  the 
renewal  of  defective  mains.” 
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Total  Residual  Chlorine 
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The  position  as  regards  dwelling  houses  in  the  town  as  at  the 
end  of  1960  is  as  follows. 

Total  number  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  15,066 

Total  number  of  houses  with  Corporation 

piped  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  15,043 

Total  number  of  houses  without  a  Cor¬ 
poration  piped  water  supply  ...  23 


Swimming  Baths. 

Their  are  two  public  indoor  swimming  baths  available  in  the 
Borough.  They  are  filled  with  water  from  the  town  mains.  Treat¬ 
ment  is  by  a  process  of  alum  precipitation,  filtration  and  chlorin¬ 
ation  with  a  complete  turnover  of  3J  hours. 

During  the  year  the  water  in  the  swimming  baths  was  examined 
bacteriologically  on  19  occasions.  Of  these,  4  samples  were  not 
considered  satisfactory. 


Drainage,  Closet  Accommodation,  Sewerage  and  Public  Cleansing. 

The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  A.  T.  Morris,  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information: — 

“Main  Drainage — 

Number  of  existing  houses  connected  to  sewers  ...  Nil 
Number  of  new  houses  erected  without  connection 

to  sewerage  system  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Extensions  or  alterations. — There  have  been  no  extensions  or 
alterations  during  the  year,  except  extensions  dealing  with  new 
houses. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — There  has  been  no  alteration 
to  the  refuse  collection  and  disposal  system  during  1960.” 

The  present  position  as  regards  sewage  disposal  in  the  town  as 
estimated  during  1960  is  as  follows: — 

Total  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  ...  15,066 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  Corporation 

sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,751 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  independent 
sewage  disposal  works,  e.g.,  cesspits, 
septic  tanks  ...  ...  ...  ...  228 

Number  of  houses  relying  on  earth,  pail  or 

chemical  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  C.  Stanley,  reports  as 
follows: — 

Complaints  received  during  the  Year 

There  were  480  complaints,  and  these  were  investigated  in 
accordance  with  the  following  analysis  : — 


Nature  of  Complaint 

Number 

Received 

Housing  Defects 

67 

Defective  Dustbins  ... 

1 

Choked  and  Defective  Drains  and  Sewers 

64 

Accumulations  of  Offensive  Matter 

2 

Relative  to  Unsound  Food  ... 

66 

Verminous  Premises  : — 

(a)  Bugs  and  Fleas 

3 

(b)  Rats  and  Mice  Infestations 

153 

(c)  Beetles,  Crickets  and  other  Insects 

58 

Kef  ping  of  Animals  and  Poultry  ... 

3 

Unsatisfactory  Milk  Supplies 

4 

Emission  of  Smoke  ... 

9 

Miscellaneous 

50 

Total 

480 
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Premises  Inspected 

The  following  summary  indicates  the  number  of  inspections  of 
various  premises  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Nature  of  Inspection 

Number  of 
Visits 

Dwelling-houses  under  Public  Health  Acts 

782 

Dwelling-houses  under  Housing  Acts  ... 

2.095 

Infected  Dwelling-houses  : — 

(a)  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

68 

(b)  Contacts  ... 

90 

(c)  Phthisis  enquiries  and  fumigations 

2 

Business  Premises,  including  Offices 

72 

Cinemas,  Dance  Halls,  Billiard  Halls 

31 

Factories  Act,  1937  : — 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  ... 

410 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

37 

Works  of  building  construction 

Outworkers’  premises 

49 

1 

Offensive  Trade  Premises... 

1 

Stables,  Piggeries,  Keeping  of  Animals  .. . 

32 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

9 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

395 

Drainage  : — 

Inspection  and  Examination 

306 

Testing 

112 

Public  Sewers... 

273 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

38 

Smoke  Observations 

53 

Proposed  Smoke  Control  Area  ... 

571 

Watercourses  and  Ditches 

112 

Land  and  Tips 

57 

Septic  Tanks,  Cesspools,  Urinals... 

290 

Water  Supplies 

34 
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Nature  of  Inspection 

Number  of 
Visits 

Verminous  Premises  : — 

(a)  Rats  and  Mice 

325 

(b)  Bug  Infestations 

17 

(c)  Beetles 

20 

(d)  Other  Vermin 

79 

(e)  Disinfestations  ... 

77 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  : — 

Unfit  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

194 

Market  Stalls  ... 

378 

Butchers’  Shops 

101 

Bakehouses 

49 

Factory  Canteens 

15 

Restaurant  Kitchens,  etc.  ... 

246 

Licensed  Premises 

214 

School  Kitchens 

41 

Hospital  Kitchens 

Other  Premises 

731 

Section  16  Premises  : — 

Sausage  Manufacturers,  etc. 

40 

Fish  Frying  Premises 

68 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

199 

Milk  Sampling  : — 

(a)  Methylene  Blue,  etc. 

133 

(b)  Chemical  ... 

58 

Milk  Shops  and  Dairies  ... 

131 

Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs  (other  than  Milk)  for  Chemical 

Analysis 

97 

Food  Vehicles 

55 

Food  Poisoning  Investigations  ... 

20 

Shops  Act,  1950  ... 

744 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

53 

Sanitary  Accommodation  at  Farms 

72 

Welfare  of  Aged  Persons  ... 

■ — 

Visits  not  Inspections 

638 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

359 

Total  Visits  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 

11,124 
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Notices  Served 

Administrative  action  was  taken  during  the  year  to  secure 
abatement  of  nuisances  and  to  enforce  the  appropriate  statutory 
enactments  as  follows  : — 


Subject  of  Notice 

Public 

Health 

Acts 

Milk  and 
Dairies 
Regs. 

Food  and 
Drugs  Act 
1955 

Factories 
Act,  1937 

Shops 

Acts 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
served 

50 

25 

19 

2 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
complied  with 

52 

— 

19 

19 

1 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
Outstanding  (against 

Premises) 

16 

_ 

21 

7 

1 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
served 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
complied  with 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
Outstanding  (against 

Premises) 

4 

_ 

_ 

- 

Number  of  Prosecutions 

1 

— 

— 
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Sanitary  Improvements  Effected  at  Dwelling-houses  as  a  Result  of 
Statutory  and  Informal  Notices  Issued 


(Number  of  premises,  41) 


Number 

Complied 

with 


Defective  drains  ... 

Choked  drains 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation 
Absence  of  proper  sink  ... 

Defective  water  closets  ... 

Defective  gullies 

Defective  sink 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns  and  fittings 

Burst  water  pipes 

Insufficient  water  supply . 

Defective  soil  pipes 
Dampness  arising  from  : — 

Defective  roofs 
Defective  eaves-gutters 
Defective  down-spouts 
Defective  brickwork  and  pointing 
Defective  damp-proof  courses 
Defective  yard  paving 
Defective  chimney  flues  ... 

Galvanized  metal  dustbins  provided 
Defective  window-frames  and  sash-cords 
Defective  floors 
Defective  stairs 

Defective  plaster  to  walls  and  ceilings  ... 
Defective  doors 

Defective  fireplaces  and  cooking  ranges 

Defective  wash-boilers 

Defective  and  dangerous  chimney  stacks. 

Defective  and  bulging  external  walls  ... 

Defective  and  bulging  party  walls 

Filth y  condition  of  premises 

Accumulation  of  manure  or  offensive  matter 

Miscellaneous 


2 

4 

1 

2 


1 

1 
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10 

5 

10 

1 


9 

6 

1 

6 

7 

1 

1 

3 


3 


Additional  Unsatisfactory  Conditions  remedied  by  Verbal  Intimations 


Nature  of  Inspection 

No.  of 
Premises 

Structural 

Defects 

Dirty 

Conditions 

Dwelling-houses  (Public  Health  Acts)  ... 

13 

11 

2 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

8 

2 

6 

Bakehouses 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Food  Preparation  Premises 

3 

— 

3 

Butchers’  Shops  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Hotel  Bars 

2 

1 

1 

Business  Premises... 

2 

— 

2 

Factories  (Factories  Act,  1937)  ... 

4 

3 

1 

Ice  Cream  Premises  (Sale/Man.)... 

5 

3 

2 

Shops  (Shops  Act) 

— 

— 

• — 

Dairies 

2 

2 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Caravans  ... 

— 

— 

— 
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FACTORY  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 

The  following  statistics,  required  under  the  provisions  of  this 
legislation,  are  appended  : — 


Part  I  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities... 

19 

37 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

190 

410 

14 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  out-workers’  premises) 

27 

49 

5 

— 

Total 

236 

496 

19 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Nurnbe 

of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number 

of 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

21 

25 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  .. . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  Out- 

work) ... 

3 

2 

Total 

28 

29 

— 

2 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 
110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Wearing  apparel¬ 
making,  etc. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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HOUSING 

Building  Progress  during  1960 

Houses  erected  by  Local  Authority  221  1  _ 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  333  J  554 

Housing  Statistics 

1.  Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  1,180 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  92 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation...  52 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Services  of 
Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied. . .  ...  16 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  .  12 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

Housing  progress  in  the  Public  Health  Department  is  necessarily 
geared  to  planning  and  the  speed  of  rehousing. 

Representations  were  made  in  respect  of  three  Clearance  Areas 
(59  houses);  and  33  individual  unfit  houses  were  dealt  with  as  unfit 
for  human  habitation  and  not  repairable  at  reasonable  cost. 

Forty  unfit  houses  were  demolished,  and  10  in  the  same  category 
were  closed. 

Statistics  revealed  that  families  rehoused  from  condemned 
houses  averaged  2.5  persons  per  family. 

The  Housing  Acts  Committee  is  responsible  for  housing  families 
considered  to  be  in  need  of  accommodation.  Liason  with  the 
Housing  Manager  is  maintained  both  on  re-housing  from  con¬ 
demned  properties  and  on  questions  of  priority  on  medical  grounds 
for  families  on  the  general  waiting  list. 
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Outstanding  applications  for  Corporation  Houses,  Bungalows  or  Flats 

31st  December,  1960  Position  on  31st  December,  1959,  in  brackets 


Rooms 

Tenants 

Owners 

Totai 

Childless  Couples 
under  60 

422 

(437) 

331 

(287) 

39 

(30) 

792 

(754) 

Applicants  of  re¬ 
tiring  age  or 
over... 

93 

(79) 

261 

(220) 

(333) 

43 

(36) 

397 

(335) 

Families  with  1 
child 

214 

(219) 

364 

35 

(26) 

613 

(578) 

Families  with  2 
or  3  children 

105 

(114) 

408 

(361) 

30 

(29) 

543 

(504) 

Families  with  4 
or  more  child¬ 
ren  ... 

18 

(22) 

97 

(80) 

7 

(?) 

122 

(109) 

Totals 

852 

(871) 

1461 

(1281) 

154 

(128) 

2467 

(2280) 

The  above  analysis  of  the  housing  waiting  list  includes  117 
families  either  in  houses  condemned  by  the  Council  as  unfit  and 
for  the  occupants  of  which  satisfactory,  acceptable  premises  have 
not  yet  been  found  or  who  are  in  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  which  are 
awaiting  Ministry  confirmation.  The  Housing  Manager  has  re¬ 
housed  346  families  during  the  year  as  follows. 

Applicants  from  the  Condemned 

Housing  List  Property 


Bungalows 

17 

11 

Maisonettes  and  Flats  ..., 

73 

13 

Prefabricated  Bungalows 

11 

7 

Houses  ... 

171 

43 

Totals 

272 

74 

Study  of  the  above  tables  indicate  that  a  good  proportion  of 
new  houses  were  allocated  to  families  with  children  from  the 
waiting  list;  many  of  these  families  were  in  rooms.  A  generous 
allowance  is  given  for  bedroom  shortage  on  the  Housing  Tenancies 
Sub-Committee’s  points  scheme  to  reduce  overcrowding  by  re¬ 
housing  this  type  of  family. 

Complaints  are  frequently  received,  and  on  investigation  are 
often  found  to  be  justified,  about  the  facilities  made  available  in 
rooms  and  furnished  flats.  It  is  difficult  to  define  or  enforce  any 
standard,  so  much  depending  on  the  relationship  in  its  widest 
sense  between  landlord  or  house-holder  and  lodger.  Where  a 
house  is  let  entirely  as  furnished  accommodation  it  can  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  one  “let-in-lodgings”,  and  the  landlord  asked  to  provide 
certain  facilities  or  else  limit  the  number  of  families  housed. 
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The  Housing  Manager  arranged  numerous  transfers  of  tenancies 
during  the  year.  The  most  useful  of  these,  from  the  point  of  econ¬ 
omic  use  of  housing,  were  the  transfer  from  3,  4  or  5  bedroomed 
pre-war  houses  to  modern  flats  or  bungalows  of  elderly  couples, 
widows  or  widowers,  whose  families  have  grown  up  and  left  home. 
Persuasion;  always  gentle,  v/as  the  only  method  used. 

There  was  slight  increase  in  the  demand  for  Improvement 
Grants.  Discretionary  grants  attracted  24  applications,  involving 
30  houses.  Only  one  application  was  rejected.  There  were  39 
applications  for  standard  grants,  all  of  which  were  approved. 

It  is  rather  surprising  that  so  many  house-owners  fail  to  take 
advantage  of  this  method  of  improving  sub-standard  houses.  The 
ideal,  of  course,  would  be  that  terraces  of  houses  were  improved 
under  these  provisions,  as  the  improvement  of  a  single  house  in  a 
terrace  does  little  to  extend  the  life  of  the  block. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  general  standard  of  housing  ac¬ 
commodation  in  Shrewsbury  has  risen  considerably  in  the  past 
few  years.  Soon,  it  appears,  we  shall  be  more  concerned  with  the 
task  of  modernisation,  rather  than  demolition.  The  requirements 
of  the  standard  grant  should  be  regarded  as  a  necessity  in  every 
dwelling  used  for  human  habitation. 


Caravans. 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  came 
into  force  in  April,  1960,  and  repealed  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  regarding  the  licensing  of  caravans.  In  effect, 
it  meant  that  there  would  have  to  be  consultations  between  Public 
Health  and  Planning  Committees  before  a  caravan  site  became 
licensed.  Notable  changes  were  that,  in  the  future,  the  site-owner 
would  be  directly  responsible  for  the  condition  of  the  site,  and 
licences  would  be  issued  for  the  same  period  as  the  planning  licence. 
This  has  obvious  advantages  to  both  local  authority  and  site- 
owner. 

Model  Standards,  regarding  the  layout  and  provision  of  facilities 
on  permanent  residential  sites,  were  issued  by  the  Minister.  These 
model  Standards  represent  the  standards  normally  to  be  expected 
as  a  matter  of  good  practice. 

It  was  felt  that,  in  Shrewsbury,  the  Standards  should  apply 
to  sites  where  six  or  more  caravans  were  stationed.  There  are  two 
such  sites,  and  it  was  recommended  that  the  standards  should  be 
applied  with  due  regard  to  the  particular  circumstances  in  each  case, 
including  the  physical  character  of  the  site,  any  services  which 
may  already  be  available  within  convenient  reach,  and  other  local 
conditions. 

The  two  sites  aforementioned  held  25  and  10  caravans  res¬ 
pectively,  at  the  end  of  1960.  Another  contained  5  vehicles,  and 
there  were  two  others  containing  3  each.  The  remainder,  making  a 
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grand  total  of  53,  were  stationed  singly  in  various  parts  of  the 
borough. 

The  endeavour  of  this  Department  is  to  have  all  permanent 
caravans  so  sited  and  constructed  as  to  provide  accommodation 
satisfactory  in  all  respects,  comparable  in  amenities  to  those 
obtaining  in  the  modern  house. 

It  is  admitted  that  many  structures  fall  short  of  the  ideal, 
but  the  legislation  referred  to  will  assist  considerably  in  this  direction. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Following  upon  the  Council’s  decision  regarding  the  Harlescott 
Grange  and  Mount  Pleasant  Control  Order,  1960,  a  detailed  survey 
of  premises  within  the  Area  was  carried  out.  Information  was 
obtained  respecting  the  various  types  of  heating  appliances  in 
use,  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of  adaptation  to  burn  smokeless 
fuel  were  made.  Some  54  dwellings  are  eligible  for  grant,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Act.  The  area  is  375  acres  and  it  is  envisaged 
that,  within  ten  years,  it  will  contain  at  least  2,000  houses. 

Almost  all  the  smokeless  fuel  required  in  this  Area  will  be  for 
domestic  purposes,  and  assurances  that  sufficient  fuel  would  be 
available  were  repeated  by  the  organisations  concerned.  Interviews 
with  officials  of  the  latter  were  of  a  cordial  nature,  whole-hearted 
co-operation  was  promised. 

Research  into  air  pollution,  as  far  as  Shrewsbury  was  concerned 
was  commenced.  A  period  of  time  must  elapse  before  a  review  of 
evidence  and  consequent  conclusions  may  be  made.  Apparatus 
for  the  recording  of  sulphur  dioxide  content,  and  smoke  con¬ 
centration  was  installed. 

A  close  watch  was  kept  on  the  emission  of  smoke  from  the 
chimneys  of  industrial  undertakings.  Prompt  action  and  advice 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  resulted,  invariably,  in  an  improve¬ 
ment.  The  infringements  were,  generally,  the  result  of  insufficient 
attention  being  paid  to  the  furnace  by  the  operator.  In  some 
quarters,  it  is  felt  that  all  operators  should  hold  a  certificate  of 
efficiency,  and  facilities  for  the  training  of  such  personel  should  be 
made  readily  available. 


MUNICIPAL  HOSTEL  FOR  MEN 

The  Superintendent,  Mr.  E.  A.  Andrews,  has 
following  report  for  the  year  1960: — 

“Beds  available  for  use  ... 

Total  No.  of  men  paying  weekly  charge 
Total  No.  of  men  paying  daily  charge 
Daily  average 


provided  the 

41 

1,953 

761 

39 


Employment. — With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  retired 
pensioners  all  the  lodgers  are  in  steady  employment. 
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Sickness. — Five  men  were  admitted  to  hospital  during  the  year, 
2  with  gastric  ulcers  and  3,  each  over  65,  were  suffering  from 
bronchial  and  heart  trouble.  Seven  cases  of  influenza  were  treated 
in  the  hostel  during  the  winter. 

Recreation. — A  television  set  is  viewed  by  an  average  of  20  men, 
most  of  whom  pay  6d.  per  week  each,  to  cover  rental  costs.  Playing 
cards,  dominoes  and  draughts  are  available,  but  are  little  used. 
Reading  occupies  the  spare  time  of  a  number  of  men,  the  preference 
being  largely  for  “westerns”  or  novels  of  similar  nature,  though 
occasionally  books  of  more  sober  material  are  chosen. 

Organised  pastimes  have  no  appeal  at  all.  This  may  be  due  to 
the  migratory  habits  of  some  of  the  men,  but  could  also  stem  from 
the  individualistic  tendencies  of  the  not  inconsiderable  few  who, 
due  to  an  apparent  inherent  reserve,  are  unwilling  to  adapt  them¬ 
selves  to  the  social  contact  necessary  or  expected  in  private 
lodgings. 

The  desire  for  anonymity  persists  into  activities  outside  the 
hostel.  Not  often  do  even  two  men  go  out  together  for  an  evening’s 
entertainment  and  even  in  the  “local”  they  prefer  the  role  of 
looker-on  to  that  of  one  of  the  crowd. 

Thus  the  organised  Christmas  dinner  in  the  hostel  can  be  a 
melancholy  pleasure  notable  mainly  for  the  sobering  effect  it  may 
have  on  a  man  previously  elated. 

In  the  hostel  this  pattern  of  behaviour  is  accepted  as  normal, 
thus  a  man  may  keep  his  identity  and  still  not  be  regarded  as 
eccentric.  Nevertheless  relations  between  the  men  are  friendly 
enough  though  of  guarded  amiability.  Under  these  circumstances 
quarrels  are  rare  and,  apart  from  the  explosions  of  the  inevitable 
“drunk”,  disturbances  do  not  occur. 

Since  the  monastic  type  finds  serenity  in  solitude  and  is  content 
to  live  the  life  he  chooses  and  in  the  manner  he  desires,  this  man 
may  not  be  classed  as  lonely.  Indeed  he  could  only  be  perplexed 
by  any  invitation  to  join  in  conventional  pastimes.” 

Periodic  inspections  of  the  hostel  have  revealed  a  very  high 
standard  of  cleanliness  and  tidiness,  both  of  the  premises  and  of 
the  men’s  personal  possessions. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  registered  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations: — - 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Retail  purveyors  of  milk  ...  ...  68 

Turbidity  Test. 

The  10  samples  proved  satisfactory.  (This  is  the  official  test 
applied  to  sterilised  milk). 
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Phosphatase  Test. 

The  33  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Methylene  Blue  Test. 

One  hundred  and  forty-one  samples  were  subjected  to  the 
Methylene  blue  test.  Subsequent  sampling  in  the  case  of  twenty 
adverse  reports  gave  satisfactory  results.  Seven  samples  were 
declared  void  due  to  the  high  atmospheric  temperature  in  the 
laboratory  at  the  time  of  the  tests. 

Ice  Cream. 

Premises  registered  for  sale  and  manufacture  ...  1 

Premises  registered  for  sale  only  ...  ...  ...  193 

Premises  registered  for  store  only  ...  ...  2 


Twenty-four  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological 


examination. 

rhe  results 

are  tabulated  below: — 

No.  of 

Grade 

Grade 

Grade 

Grade 

Samples 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

24 

20 

2 

1 

1 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

The  105  samples  of  food  and  drugs  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  analysis  comprised  4  milk  samples  (all  formal),  89  foods 
other  than  milk  (3  formal  and  86  informal),  and  12  drugs  (all  in¬ 
formal). 

Some  101  were  returned  as  genuine  and  4  as  not  genuine,  of 
which  1  was  milk  and  3  food. 

An  additional  81  “informal”  samples  of  milk  were  tested  for 
fat  content  on  the  testing  machine  at  the  Health  Centre.  Eight 
of  these  showed  a  fat  content  deficiency.  Follow-up  samples  in 
all  cases  proved  satisfactory. 

The  following  tabulated  statements  give  particulars  of  the 
articles  sampled. 

(A)  MILK 

Number  of  milk  samples  ...  ...  4 

Number  found  genuine  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  found  not  genuine  ...  ...  1 

Remarks  on  sample  returned  as  not  genuine: — 

Fat  2.8%.  Solids  not  fat  8.4%.  Deficient  of  7%  of  fat,  also 
below  for  solids  not  fat.  No  added  water.  Confirmed  by  freezing 
point  test.  (“Appeal  to  Cow”  sample  showed  cows  giving  milk 
below  standard  for  fat.  Referred  to  County  Milk  Production 
Officer). 
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(B)  FOOD 

Number  of  food  samples  (other  than  milk)  89 
Number  found  genuine  ...  ...  ...  86 

Number  found  not  genuine  .  3 

Name  and  Number  of  Articles  sampled  Informal 

Appleade  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Beef  Sausage  (cooked)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bubble  Gum  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Butter  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cheese  Spread  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chicken  Curry  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chutney  Sauce  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cidakin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cider  Vinegar  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Concentrated  Grape  Juice  ...  ...  1 

Continental  Liver  Sausage  ...  ...  1 

Custard  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cut  Mixed  Peel  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dairy  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dandelion  Coffee  Essence  ...  ...  1 

Desiccated  Coconut  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dew  Drops  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Double  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dried  Bananas  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dried  Fruit  Mixture  ...  ...  ...  1 

Easy  Icing  Mix  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Evaporated  Milk  Full  Cream  ...  ...  1 

Fish  Cakes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fish  Fingers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Frig.  Ice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fruchen  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fruit  Drink  .  1 

Fruit  Sauce  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fruitys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Full  Cream  Milk  Block  (Rum  Flavoured)  1 

Full  Cream  Milk  Block  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ginger  Beer  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

“Gob  Stoppers”  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Grapefruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ground  Rice  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ham  and  Beef  Paste  ...  ...  ...  1 

IceCream  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Jellimallo  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Jelly  .  2 

Jems  (Flavoured  Wild  Cherries)  ...  1 

Malt  Vinegar  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Margarine  ...  ...  .  1 
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Name  and  Number  of  Articles  sampled 

Informal 

Mayonnaise 

1 

Milk  Chocolate  Cream  Eggs 

1 

Milk  Loaf  ... 

1 

Milk  Shake  Syrup 

2 

Minced  Beef  . 

...  7 

Mincemeat 

l 

Mixed  Spice 

1 

Norwegian  Smoked  Saithe 

1 

Nut  Milk  Block  ... 

1 

Nut  Paste 

1 

Orangeade . 

1 

Orange  Lollies 

1 

Pork  Sausage 

2 

Raisins 

1 

Raspberry  Jam  ... 

1 

Saccharin  Tablets 

l 

Salmon  Spread  with  Butter 

1 

Savoury  ... 

1 

Sherbert  Cream  Ice 

1 

Sweetened  Lemonade  Powder  ... 

1 

Tea... 

2 

Tinned  Peaches  ... 

1 

Tinned  Pears 

1 

Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

Tomato  Piquant 

1 

Vegetable  Concentrate  ... 

1 

Vegetable  Cooking  Oil  ... 

1 

Vegetable  Juices  ... 

1 

Formal 

Beef  Sausage 

1 

Gin... 

1 

Whisky 

1 

1. 


2. 


Remarks  on  Samples  returned  as  not  Genuine 

Beef  Sausage  The  sample  had  no  objectionable  taste  or  smell. 
(Cooked)  Fat  8.4%,  which  was  rather  low.  Free  fatty 

(Informal)  acid  2.0%  Oleic  Acid,  which  was  high. 

Subsequent  formal  sample  proved  satisfactory. 


Norwegian  Decomposed  and  quite  unfit  for  human  con- 
Smoked  Saithe  sumption. 

(Informal)  (Retailer  voluntarily  surrendered  remainder  of 
stock). 


Deficient  of  16%  milk  solids  not  fat  and  12% 
milk  fat. 


3.  Sherbert 
Cream  Ice 
(Informal) 
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(C)  DRUGS 


Number  of  drug  samples 
Number  found  genuine  ... 


12 

12 

Nil 


Number  found  not  genuine 


Name  and  number  of  articles  sampled 

Ammoniated  Tincture  of  Quinine 
Antiseptic  Tablets 


Informal 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Cold  Tablets 
Garlisol 

Glycerine,  Lemon  and  Ipecac  .. 
Lactagol  ... 

Liver  and  Stomach  Mixture 

Mouth  Ulcer  Tablets 

Olive  Oil  and  Raspberry  Vinegar 

Stomach  Powder 

Vitamin  Tablets 

Whooping  Cough  Mixture 


Mobile  Trading. 

There  has  always  been  a  demand  for  mobile  traders  and  most 
likely,  this  demand  will  prevail  despite  the  interests  of  public  health. 
There  are  a  number  of  mobile  shops  traversing  the  Borough  and 
the  measure  of  their  usefulness  can  be  assessed  on  the  fact  that  they 
continue  to  function. 

Generally,  these  vehicles  gave  no  trouble  to  the  Inspectors 
during  the  year.  Every  endeavour  was  made  to  see  that,  where 
open  food  was  sold  the  proper  facilities  for  hand  washing  were 
available  for  the  operator  and  that  the  hygiene  of  the  mobile 
shop  or  van  was  satisfactory.  In  some  cases  additional  equipment 
had  to  be  installed.  Most  proprietors  were  co-operative.  In  one 
exception  the  proprietors  were  each  fined  £2  for  not  keeping  their 
clothing  clean,  and  £3  each  for  not  keeping  the  van  in  a  cleanly 
state. 


PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 


The  abattoir  in  Roushill,  which  is  owned  and  managed  by  the 
Corporation,  and  which  is  the  only  premises  licensed  as  a  slaughter¬ 
house  in  the  Borough,  was  built  in  1912  and  now  deals  with  a 
throughput  far  in  excess  of  that  for  which  it  was  planned. 

By  modern  standards  it  is  badly  sited,  being  practically  in  the 
centre  of  the  town. 

The  buildings  are  becoming  dilapidated  and  are  not  designed 
for  present  day  slaughtering  procedure.  The  lairage,  hanging 
space  and  storage  facilities  are  inadequate.  Welfare  facilities  for 
the  staff  employed  are  not  considered  to  be  up  to  present  day 
standards. 
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In  spite  of  these  disadvantages  100%  meat  inspection  is  main¬ 
tained  and  the  standard  of  carcase  dressing  is  considered  high  by 
the  customers. 

The  abattoir  was  flooded  to  a  depth  of  3  ft.  9  ins.  during 
December  8th-10th  and  slaughtering  was  stopped  for  3  days. 

Slaughtering  was  also  interfered  with  by  foot  and  mouth 
outbreaks,  but  in  spite  of  these  occurrences  the  throughput  was 
practically  as  high  as  that  of  previous  years  for  cattle  and  pigs, 
but  because  of  a  glut  of  sheep  in  September  and  October,  1959, 
caused  by  drought,  there  was  a  fall  in  the  number  of  sheep 
slaughtered. 

Plans  are  being  prepared  for  the  building  of  a  new  abattoir 
on  a  suitable  site  adjacent  to  the  new  live  stock  market  near  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  Borough. 

This  abattoir  will  be  up  to  the  standard  set  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  for  licensed  slaughterhouses. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  ... 

11,465 

1,711 

1,856 

59,947 

26,232 

— 

Number  inspected 

11,465 

1,711 

1,856 

59,947 

26,232 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

3 

16 

81 

138 

53 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

1,785 

263 

18 

1,431 

850 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

15.59 

16.31 

5.33 

2.62 

3.44 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

4 

16 

— 

— 

301 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

0.03 

0.93 

_ 

_ 

1.15 

_ 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

15 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  submitted  for  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diseased  and  unsound  conditions  found  in  the  animals  dealt 
with  caused  the  detention  and  surrender  for  destruction  of  a  total 
weight  in  carcases  and  offal  of  43  tons,  8  cwts.,  72  lbs.,  given  in 
the  following  table  : — 


Carcases  and  Parts 
Beef 

Veal  . 

Mutton  and  Lamb 
Pork 

Offal  . 


...  11,669  lbs. 
...  3,786  lbs. 
...  6,741  lbs. 
...  12,478  lbs. 

...  62,614  lbs. 


There  has  been  a  very  satisfactory  drop  in  the  amount  of 
tuberculosis  found  in  carcases  inspected.  In  1950  the  percentages 
were  as  follows:  Cattle,  excluding  cows  27.53,  cows  45.63,  calves 
0.35,  pigs  8.43.  In  1000  the  percentages  were  respectively  0.03, 
0.93,  nil,  and  1 .15. 

The  area  in  which  most  of  the  animals  are  produced  became  a 
tuberculosis  eradication  area  on  1st  March,  1959,  and  an  attested 
area  on  1st  October,  1959.  It  is  confidently  expected  that  the 
amount  of  tuberculosis  found  in  meat  inspected  at  the  abattoir  in 
future  will  be  very  small. 

Unsound  Food. 

The  following  foodstuffs,  being  unfit  for  human  consumption, 
were  voluntarily  surrendered  for  destruction. 


524|  lbs. 
600 1  lbs. 


Fish 

Bacon  and  Ham 

Preserved  Goods  ... 

Cheese 

Sausage 

Corned  Beef 

Currants  ... 

Desiccated  Coconut 

Onions 

Rice 

Poultry 

Other  Foods 


2,421  tins  and  jars 


43J  lbs. 
65|  lbs. 
721  lbs. 
50  lbs. 
130  lbs. 
104  lbs. 
87 f  lbs. 
36  lbs. 
139  lbs. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  show  a  very  low  incidence  of 
all  notifiable  diseases  except  measles. 

An  epidemic  of  measles  began  in  November,  1960,  sixteen  months 
after  the  cessation  of  the  previous  epidemic  and  rather  earlier  than 
was  expected.  Of  the  172  cases  notified  during  the  year  160  occurred 
in  November  and  December. 

Scarlet  fever,  11  cases,  erysipelas,  3  cases,  puerperal  pyrexia, 
2  cases,  and  acute  primary  pneumonia,  5  cases,  occurred  in  only 
small  numbers.  These  diseases  are  mentioned  together  as  diseases 
which,  nowadays,  only  rarely  cause  alarm  and  which  generally 
react  well  to  the  therapy  available  to  the  clinician.  In  none  of 
these  conditions  has  active  or  passive  immunisation  against  a 
specific  bacterium  or  virus  been  found  to  be  effective.  Scarlet 
fever  has,  for  no  obvious  reason,  lost  most  of  it’s  virulence. 
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Eighteen  deaths  were  attributed  to  pneumonia  during  the  year. 
One  in  an  infant,  3  in  persons  between  45  and  65  years  of  age  and 
14  in  persons  over  65.  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained  only  one  of 
these  cases  was  primary  or  lobar  pneumonia.  In  the  persons 
over  65  years  of  age  the  illness  was  generally  terminal  and  part  of  a 
general  decline. 

The  diseases  against  which  immunisation  or  vaccination  is 
known  to  be  most  effective;  smallpox,  diphtheria,  and  anterior 
poliomyelitis,  show  nil  returns  for  1960.  A  slight  increase  in  the 
notifications  of  whooping  cough,  23  as  against  15  in  1959,  is,  it  is 
hoped  only  a  temporary  setback  and  the  increasing  figures  for 
immunisation  against  this  disease  lead  me  to  hope  that  a  nil  return 
for  whooping  cough  will  eventually  be  accepted  as  commonplace. 

Dysentry  notifications  were  again  relatively  low,  27  cases  being 
notified  during  the  year.  Many  cases  of  diarrhoea  are  not  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  general  practitioner  and  may  be  due  to  dysentery. 
However,  as  far  as  is  known,  no  outbreak  of  the  explosive  wide¬ 
spread  characteristic  suggestive  of  Sonne  dysentry  infection  in  a 
susceptible  community  occurred  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

Notifications  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  show  a  sharp  decline 
while  those  of  non-respiratory  infection  remain  low. 

Statistics  for  immunisation,  as  submitted  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  indicate  a  very  welcome  rise  in  the  number  of 
primary  and  booster  injections  given  against  diphtheria  and  some 
increase  in  the  number  immunised  against  whooping  cough  and 
tetanus.  The  drop  in  small-pox  vaccinations  is,  it  is  hoped,  only 
temporary.  It  is  thought  to  be  due  to  a  change  in  policy  whereby 
this  vaccination  is  given  at  approximately  1  year  of  age  instead  of 
at  3  months  as  was  the  former  practise.  Many  infants  which  would 
normally  have  been  vaccinated  in  1960  will  instead  be  vaccinated 
in  1961.  Previously,  this  County  has  been  very  successful  in 
maintaining  a  high  vaccination  ratio  and  it  is  hoped  that  parents 
will  continue  to  co-operate  and  not  think  that  smallpox  vaccination 
is  of  less  importance  now  than  previously  and  has  therefore  been 
put  last  on  the  list.  Smallpox  vaccination  becomes  of  more  im¬ 
portance  as  the  speed  of  travel  increases.  The  change  of  timing  was 
considered  advisable  on  the  findings  that  a  higher  percentage  of 
successful  vaccinations  were  achieved  as  the  child  grew  older  and 
also  the  risk  of  complications  was  less. 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  continues,  but  it  is  well  to 
remember  that  protection  is  not  absolute.  Good  general  hygiene 
and  careful  food  preparation  are  measures  which  prevent  spread  of 
this  infection  from  person  to  person.  The  virus  is  generally  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  spread  by  faecal  contamination  and  carriers  of  the 
virus,  although  not  ill,  may  infect  others  and  cause  illness  in  a  small 
proportion  of  those  affected.  The  elementary  rule  of  washing  your 
hands  after  visiting  the  lavatory  holds  therefore  as  much  for 
poliomyelitis  as  for  dysentery  and  enteric  fever. 
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Monthly  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases,  1950 

(excluding  Tuberculosis) 


Month 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

Dysentery 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

January... 

1 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

February 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

March  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

April 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

May 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

June 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

July  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

9 

— 

— 

— 

August  ... 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

September 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i 

5 

1 

October  ... 

— 

— - 

3 

i 

1 

— 

— 

7 

— 

November 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28 

1 

— 

3 

— 

December 

— 

4 

2 

— 

132 

6 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

11 

5 

l 

172 

23 

i 

27 

2 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  During  the 

Year,  1960 


Number  of  Cases  Notified 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 

At  Ages — Years 

Total 

- 1 - 

— 

— 

Cases 

At 

!  removed 

all 

Under 

1  3 

5 

10 

15 

25 

45 

65 

to 

ages 

i 

to  I  to 

I  to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

&  up- 

Hospital 

2  4 

9 

14 

24 

44 

64 

wards 

Small-po\  . 

_ 

_  _ 

_ 

_ 

_ . 

_ 

_ 

Diphtheria  . 

_ 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

I 

— 

Scarlet  Fever... 

11 

— 

1  2 

5 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  I 

Typhus  Fevei 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

1 

— 

—  — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i  | 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

i 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — 

Paralytic  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Paralytic 

_ 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia — 

Acute  Primary 

5 

- 

-  1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Acute  Influenzal  ... 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

— 

—  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Acute  Encephalitis — 

Infective 

Post-infectious 

Malaria 

Dysenteiy 

27 

i 

1  3 

8 

6 

1 

6 

1 

— 

7 

Measles 

172 

4 

26  38 

98 

4 

— 

2 

— 

- ■ 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

23 

3  1 

S  5 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

Totals 

245 

8 

36  50 

117 

14 

4 

10 

4 

2 

11 

TUBERCULOSIS 


AGE  PERIODS 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Re^piratory 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0  to  1  ...  ... 

1—  4  . 

6—14  . 

16—24  . 

26—34  . 

35—44  . 

45—54  . 

65—64  . 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

1  — 

2  1 

1  — 

—  1 

—  1 

—  1 

—  1 

—  1 

1  II  1  1  II  II 

1  — 

Totals  ... 

5  2 

—  5 

2  — 

1 

Of  the  three  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  two  were  not  notified 
before  death. 

The  Phthisis  (Respiratory  or  Pulmonary  1  uberculosis)  Death 
Rate  for  the  year  was  0.04  per  1,000  population,  compared  with 
0.08  in  the  previous  year. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  kindly  provided  the 
following  figures  relating  to  the  work  done  in  Shrewsbury  during 
1960. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination 

Number  of  children  in  age  group  selected  ...  ...  1,394 

Number  accepting  vaccination  ...  ...  ...  1,119 

Number  found  positive  ...  ...  ...  ...  187 

Number  found  negative  ...  ...  ...  ...  855 

Number  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  ...  ...  ...  843 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Immunisations 

Pre-School  Children  :  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  444 

By  General  Practitioners  ...  265 

SchoolChildren:  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  100 

By  General  Practitioners  ...  21 

Total  830 


Reinforcing 

Injection 

At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  868 

By  General  Practitioners  ...  217 


Total  . 1,085 


Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Pre-School  Children  :  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  402 

By  General  Practitioners  . . .  239 

SchoolChildren:  At  Clinic 

By  General  Practitioners  ...  7 


648 


Total 
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Tetanus 


Pre-School  Children  :  At  Clinic 

13 

By  General  Practitioners 

102 

School  Children  : 

At  Clinic 

12 

By  General  Practitioners 

15 

Total  . 

142 

Vaccination  (Smallpox) 

( Children  under 

Primary  1 1  year  of  age  :  At  Clinic  . 

33 

By  General  Practitioners... 

147 

(.Others  : 

At  Clinic 

53 

By  General  Practitioners.. 

53 

Total 

286 

Re-Vaccination  : 

At  Clinic 

4 

By  General  Practitioners... 

96 

Total  . 

100 

Poliomyelitis 

1.  Persons  who  received  their  first  and  second 

injections  in  the  year: 

Born  1960-1943: 

At  Clinic 

713 

By  General  Practitioners 

155 

Born  1942-1933: 

At  Clinic 

440 

By  General  Practitioners 

39 

Born  1932-1920: 

At  Clinic 

1,714 

By  General  Practitioners 

202 

Others: 

At  Clinic 

114 

By  General  Practitioners 

32 

2.  Persons  who  received  their  third  injections  in  the 

year: 

Bom  1960-1943: 

At  Clinic  ...  . 

1,157 

By  General  Practitioners 

211 

Born  1942-1933: 

At  Clinic 

1,313 

By  General  Practitioners 

87 

Born  1932-1920: 

At  Clinic 

801 

By  General  Practitioners 

75 

Others: 

At  Clinic 

209 

By  General  Practitioners 

28 
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COUNTY  COUNCIL  HEALTH  CENTRES 


Particulars  are  given  below  of  the  health  services  provided  by 
the  County  Council  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  for  the  Borough. 


Area  Premises 


Services  Provided  and  Day  and 
Time  Clinics  Held 


Harlescott  Church  Hall, 

Meadow  Farm  Drive 

Monkmoor  Tankerville  Hall, 
Monkmoor  Road 


Ditherington  White  House  Clinic 
Whitchurch  Road 


Town  Centre  Health  Centre, 
Murivance 


Child  Welfare  Clinic, 

Tuesday,  1.30  to  5  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  in  each 

month,  1.30  to  5  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic 
Thursday  and  Friday,  1.30  to 
5  p.m. 

Ante  and  Post-natal  Clinic 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays  in 
each  month,  2.30  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic 
Tuesday  and  Friday,  1.30  to 
5  p.m. 

Ante  and  Post-natal  Clinic 
1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  in 
each  month,  2.30  p.m.  Birth 
Control  Clinic  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesdays  in  each  month 
up  till  4th  July,  1960 
Immunisation  &  Vaccination 
Saturday  10  to  11.30  a.m. 


Attendances  during  the  year  are  given  below. 


Children 

Harlescott 

Monkmoor 

Murivance 

White 

House 

Under  1  year 

1,918 

669 

2,484 

2,348 

1  but  under  2  years 

536 

150 

680 

654 

2  but  under  5  years 

475 

80 

312 

662 

Total  attendances 

2,929 

899 

3,476 

3,664 

No.  of  Children  attending 

484 

191 

568 

418 

Expectant  Mothers 

Cases 

149 

126 

(2) 

(11) 

Attendances 

— 

— 

208 

219 

(Post-natal  included  in 

(2) 

(12) 

brackets) 
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I  he  Family  Planning  Association,  Shrewsbury  Branch,  provided 
a  weekly  clinic  for  advice  and  instruction  on  family  planning  from 
4th  July,  I960.  This  clinic  is  held  at  Murivance  Health  Centre  on 
Mondays,  from  1.30  to  3.30  p.m. 


Dental  Care 

1  he  County  Council  provide  full  dental  care,  including  the 
provision  of  dentures  where  necessary,  and  orthodontic  treatment 
ior  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  children  under  school  age  and 
children  attending  the  Education  Authority  schools. 

The  Dental  Clinic  at  5  Belmont,  has  its  own  X-Ray  apparatus 
and  full  technical  and  professional  staff. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment 

Orthopaedic  surgeons  from  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry,  hold  regular  sessions  in  St.  Chad’s 
(  hurch  Hall  and  children  can  be  referred  there  from  child  welfare 
and  school  clinics. 

Hospital  Facilities 

In-patient  and  out-patient  hospital  facilities  are  available  as 
follows: — 

Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Conditions: 

Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital,  Murivance. 

General  Medical  and  Surgical  Treatment: 

Royal  Salop  Infirmary. 

Copthorne  Hospital. 

Monkmoor  Hospital. 

Infectious  Diseases: 

Copthorne  Hospital,  Isolation  Ward. 

Monkmoor  Hospital,  Isolation  Ward. 

Mental  Illness: 

Shelton  Hospital. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

A  summary  of  work  carried  out  bv  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
in  connection  with  infectious  disease,  disinfection  and  disinfestation 
is  as  follows  : — 

Visits  made  in  connection  with  infectious 

disease  . 160 


Eleven  houses  were  disinfested  by  Corporation  employees  working 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  type  of  infestation  was  as  undermentioned 

Bugs  ...  ...  •••  •  ■  •  9  houses 

Fleas  .  2  houses 


DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  premises  under  contract 
with  the  Corporation  for  disinfestation  was  as  follows 

Business  premises  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  48 

Private  dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  2 

No  major  infestation  was  discovered. 

The  Rodent  operative  made  1,161  visits  to  premises  in  the 
course  of  his  duties  during  the  year. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  AND  1951 

Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  Persons  in  need  of  Care  and  Attention 

It  was  found  necessary  in  the  case  of  one  old  person  who  was 
bedridden,  living  alone  and  unable  to  obtain  the  necessary  care  and 
attention  to  apply  for  an  Order  for  her  removal  to  hospital. 

OLD  PEOPLE’S  WELFARE 

The  Shrewsbury  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  has  continued 
to  function  during  1960,  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  Chairman  and 
Hon.  Secretary  for  permission  to  include  some  observations  on  the 
different  aspects  of  this  Committee’s  work. 

Friendly  Visiting  Service 

Friendly  visitors  are  available  in  all  areas  of  the  town  to  visit 
old  people,  and  a  register  is  kept  of  old  people  who  appear  to  need 
visiting.  It  is  apparent  to  the  Organiser  that  the  number  of  lonely 
old  people  seems  to  be  decreasing.  Many  of  them  belong  to  Darby 
and  Joan  Clubs  and  through  these  organisations  find  friendship  and 
also  are  enabled  to  have  a  very  beneficial  summer  holiday. 

Old  People’s  Holidays 

The  County  Voluntary  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  co¬ 
operated  with  the  Borough  Committee  to  arrange  old  people’s 
holidays.  Holidays  were  arranged  this  year  at  Llandudno,  Weston- 
super-Mare  and  Blackpool,  and  44  old  people  from  Shrewsbury 
took  advantage  of  this  scheme. 
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Chiropody  Scheme 

I  his  scheme  continues  to  function,  and  310  old  people  who  used 
it  received  full  benefit.  The  Red  Cross  continued  to  provide 
transport  where  necessary. 

Workshop  Scheme 

1  he  Workshop  is  still  in  operation  in  a  basement  in  Priory 
House.  The  number  of  workers  has  grown  slowly  but  steadily  and 
the  Workshop  is  now  open  all  day  on  Tuesday  and  Friday. 

There  is  no  shortage  of  work  and  repeat  orders  have  been  received 
from  many  evidently  satisfied  customers  among  the  general  public. 

Grants  of  £100  each  have  been  received  from  Salop  Welfare 
Committee  and  the  Borough  Council.  It  is  an  unfortunate  fact 
that  Workshops  of  this  kind  can  never  be  self-supporting,  and  that 
relatively  large  sums  of  money  appear  to  be  needed  to  subsidise 
efforts  on  behalf  of  small  groups  of  old  people.  It  is  felt  that  the 
Workshop  is  performing  a  useful  function  not  only  for  the  workers 
themselves  but  also  for  the  customers,  most  of  whom  are  busy 
housewives  who  find  the  odd  jobs  done  by  the  women  workers  most 
helpful. 

Shrewsbury  Old  People’s  Week  and  Festival 

Once  again  the  Vicar  of  St.  Chad’s  Church  held  a  special  service 
for  the  older  generation  and  their  friends  on  the  Sunday  before  the 
Festival.  The  three  day  Festival  in  the  Music  Hall  took  the  same 
form  as  in  previous  years  and  is  now  traditional. 

Home  Help  Service 

Although  not  directly  concerned  with  the  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee  mention  was  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  valuable 
work  done  by  the  Home  Help  Service  in  looking  after  old  people  in 
their  own  homes.  Many  Home  Helps  appear  to  have  made  personal 
friends  of  the  old  people,  and  as  well  as  keeping  their  homes  clean 
become  trusted  friends  of  their  old  clients  and  visit  them  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  friendship. 

Publicity 

Very  good  relations  exist  with  the  local  press.  For  some  time, 
the  “Shrewsbury  Chronicle’’  has  been  running  an  Old  Folk’s  Column, 
which  lists  the  activities  of  old  people’s  groups,  and  also  makes 
mention  of  individual  elderly  people  who  have  made  an  outstandingly 
good  job  of  being  old.  The  idea  of  these  columns  is  to  encourage  a 
more  positive  approach  to  the  later  years,  and  this  seems  to  be 
succeeding.  Many  old  folk  look  for  this  column  and  speak  well  of  it. 
Other  local  papers  are  always  ready  to  help  in  the  work  of  securing 
public  interest  in  old  people’s  welfare. 
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